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his supplies and books and provided him with a bicycle to
ride to school. He was always pressed for cash. When the
janitor of Oakland High needed an assistant, Eliza got her
brother the job. After school was over Jack remained to
sweep the floors and scrub the lavatories. Years later he
proudly wrote his daughter that he had washed every
window in the building where she was attending high
school.

A group of girls, seeing him go into a saloon on Broad-
way with a couple of tramps he had known on the road,
spread the word that he associated with rough companions
and was accustomed to violence. With Jack becoming the
school janitor the chasm between him and the other students
became even more unbridgeable.

However, he had discovered the student literary magazine,
The Aegis, and when they accepted his article, "Bonin
Islands," he decided that he was going to like the school
after all. The article, which ran in January and February
of 1895, is written with verve, with a freshness and vitality
that keeps it enjoyable even at this distance. The pictures
of the whaling fleet and the Islands are vivid, the characters
are warmly human and lovable, and above all the prose has
a music of words. Seeing his article in print taught Jack
more about writing than all the criticisms scrawled over
his manuscripts by the English teacher who abhorred his
informal style, his spontaneity, his gusts of eagerness and
delight with nature. In March The Aegis published " Sakaicho
Hona Asi and Hakadaki," then came two stories from his
experiences on The Road, called "Frisco Kid" and "And
Frisco Kid Came Back," both rich in dialect and showing
insight into the psychology of road-kids,

The railroad strike was settled, John London lost his job,
and it was up to Jack to provide for the family. He had to
find more outside jobs, work harder. Since he could no
longer spend any money on himself his classmates noted
that he became more and more shabby. He was always
overworked, on edge, going without sufficient food or
sleep. Because he wrote honestly about himself the students